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BT N 10806 

Draft BT C095/2017 

TECHNICAL BOARD 

CEN/BT by correspondence 

For vote Issue date: 2017-06-14 

Deadline: 2017-09-12 

SUBJECT 

Establishment of a new CEN/TC on Preservation of Digital Cinema Movies 

BACKGROUND 

In June 2017, DIN put forward a proposal for the establishment of a new Technical Committee setting out 
best practice documents related to the long term archiving of movies, both digitized analogue films and 
newly digital born content (see enclosed Annex 1). Standardization of the distribution formats is excluded 
from the scope. 

The Technical Committee will look into defining requirements for standardizing long-term archive formats 
as well as instructions and procedures for storing and preserving digital movies in a structured and 
interoperable way and allowing for a unified architecture amongst European archives. The upcoming 
standardization work feeds into the 2017 Rolling plan on ICT standardization, which refers to the 
development of a European standard and related guidelines for the preservation of digital films. 

Transition to digital cinema-works offers new opportunities to connect different regions in Europe as they 
exchange audio-visual works and explore new ways of creating links and exchanging content. A series of 
national initiatives regarding digitizing firms are ongoing in different EU countries. In the digital cinema 
environment, some formats for distribution to theatres and for data exchange between post-houses have 
been defined. However, there is no common archive and long-term preservation format for digital born and 
digitized movies. The Digital Cinema Package (DCP) resulted when the Digital Cinema Initiative came 
together in 2005 to appoint a format for digital cinema movies. The DCP is the distribution format for digital 
cinema movies based on MXF, JPEG2000 and XML and contains encryption and certification of playback 
devices only. 

The standardization work of this committee could be of interest to commercial software vendors and 
cultural industries, namely industries producing and distributing goods or services such as films, DVDs and 
video, television and radio, video games, new media but also the traditional arts sectors (performing arts, 
visual arts, cultural heritage – including the public sector). 
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PROPOSAL(S) 

BT, 

 having considered the proposal for a new field of technical activity submitted by DIN as 
included in Annex 1 to BT N 10806;  

 considering that the following members have expressed commitment to participate : 
<members> 

 decides  

o to create a new Technical Committee, CEN/TC xx ‘Preservation of digital cinema movies’ 
with the provisional scope as provided in Annex 1;  

o to allocate the Secretariat of CEN/TC xx to DIN.  
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