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BT N 10603 

Draft BT C6/2017 

TECHNICAL BOARD 

CEN/BT by correspondence    

For vote Issue date: 2017-01-11 

  Deadline: 2017-04-11 

SUBJECT 

Creation of a new CEN Technical Committee on ‘Algae and algae products’ 
 

BACKGROUND 

On 9 January 2017, NEN submitted a proposal to CCMC for the creation of a new Technical  
Committee to work on European Standards and other deliverables for algae, algae-based and 
algae products (see Annex). 

The proposed Technical Committee would be responsible for the development of the standards 
and other deliverables identified in the final report of CEN/BT/WG 218 ‘Algae’. Some of these 
deliverables will be developed in reply to Standardization request M/547 for algae and algae-
based products or intermediates. 

Where relevant the new Technical Committee will liaise with existing CEN and ISO Technical 
Committees, e.g. CEN/TC 230 ‘Water analysis’, ISO/TC 34 ‘Food products’, CEN/TC 411 ‘Bio-
based products’,… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPOSAL(S) 

BT, 

• having considered the proposal for a new field of technical activity (Form A) 
submitted by NEN as included in BT N 10603; 
 

• considering that the following members have expressed commitment to 
participate: 

- <members> 

By Resolution BT C75/2009, BT decided that both of the following criteria are to be met for 
acceptance of such a proposal for new work (in a new area): 

• A two-thirds majority of the votes cast (abstentions not counted) are in favour of the 
proposal (or more); 

• At least 5 members express commitment to participate. 

As a consequence, BT Members are requested to state explicitly, by means of the commenting 
field provided in the BT-balloting tool, whether or not they are committed to participate in the 
work. 
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• decides to create a new CEN/TC xxx with the following preliminary title and 
scope: 

- Title:  
CEN/TC xxx ‘Algae and algae products’ 

- Scope:  
Specification, classification, terminology and determination methods for 
algae (genera) and algae-products immediately derived from or used in 
algae production processes. In addition guidance on the application of 
algae products as feedstock or intermediates for energy and non-energy 
products. Where specific standards for properties (quality or 
determination) of such feedstock exist for a certain industry, these will be 
referenced and considered as beyond the scope of the committee. 
 

• allocates the Secretariat of CEN/TC xxx to NEN; 
 

• asks the new CEN/TC xxx to submit its final title and scope for BT approval by 
September 2017. 

2017-01-06 – MO 
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 PROPOSAL for a NEW FIELD OF TECHNICAL ACTIVITY 

 

 Date of circulation  

 

……………………. 
 

CEN/TC / SC  N ………….  
 

(where appropriate) 

 Secretariat 

 
…………………… 

 

CENELEC/TC / SC  (Sec) ……….  
 

(where appropriate) 

 Type of technical body 
proposed (TC / SC / BTTF) 

 

…TC…………………………………….. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Incomplete proposals risk rejection or referral to originator. 

 The proposer has considered the guidance given in Annexes 1 and 2 during the preparation 

 

Proposal (to be completed by the proposer) 

Title of the proposed new subject  

(The title shall indicate clearly and unambiguously, yet concisely, the new field of technical activity which the proposal is 
intended to cover.) 

Algae and algae products 

Scope statement of the proposed new subject  

(The scope shall precisely define the limits of the new field of technical activity. Scopes shall not repeat general aims 
and principles governing the work of the organization but shall indicate the specific area concerned.) 

Specification, classification, terminology and determination methods for algae (genera) and algae-products 
immediately derived from or used in algae production processes. In addition guidance on the application of 
algae products as feedstock or intermediates for energy and non-energy products. Where specific 
standards for properties (quality or determination) of such feedstock exist for a certain industry, these will 
be referenced and considered as beyond the scope of the committee. 

Purpose and justification for the proposal.  

Following a Standardization request (M/547), CEN/BT/WG 218 discussed a possible programme during 
2016. WG 218 executed a standards analysis for application for algae and algae-based products/ 
intermediates, and it examined the potential for standards for algae and algae-based products/ 
intermediates. The group concluded that a package of CEN Standards and documents (Technical Reports) 
needs to be developed and a new CEN Technical Committee needs to be created in order to address the 
topics related to the algae genera as such and also the algae production process specifics. 

Is the proposed new subject actively, or probably, in support of European legislation or established public 
policy? 

  Yes   No  

If Yes, indicate if the proposal is  

▪ in relation to EC mandate(s): M/547 

▪ in relation to EC Directive(s)/Regulation(s): …Directive 2009/28/EC 

▪ in relation to other legislation or established public policy: Framework Strategy for a Resilient Energy Union 
with a Forward-Looking Climate Change Policy of 2015, Climate and Energy package of 2014 and the 
Innovating for Sustainable Growth: A Bioeconomy for Europe (2012) 

Proposed initial programme of work 

he proposed programme of work shall correspond to and clearly reflect the aims of the standardization activities and 
shall therefore show the relationship between the subject proposed.  
Each item on the programme of work shall be defined by both the subject aspect(s) to be standardized (for products, for 
example, the items would be the types of products, terminology, characteristics, other requirements, data to be supplied, 
test methods, performance requirements, etc.). Supplementary justification may be combined with particular items in the 
programme of work (e.g. output from a research project).  
The proposed programme of work shall also suggest priorities, target dates and the most appropriate type of deliverable 
(e.g. EN, TS) for each item 
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Subject Remark 

Overview and explanation of algae feedstock usage, allowance and base 
quality description for food and feed 

Requested by Mandate 

Overview and explanation of algae feedstock usage, allowance and base 
quality description for cosmetics 

Requested by Mandate 

Overview and explanation of algae feedstock usage, allowance and base 
quality description for pharmaceuticals 

Requested by Mandate 

Overview and explanation of algae feedstock usage, allowance and base 
quality description for chemicals/materials 

Requested by Mandate 

Identification of microalgae strains and macroalgae by using molecular biology 
(DNA) analysis 

Requested by Mandate  
Without round robin test. 

Production area calculation / definition and calculation of (different types) algae 
production facilities 

Not requested by Mandate 

Terminology Part of all the other standards/ 
deliverables (so indirect within 
Mandate) 

Determination of total lipids Requested by Mandate 

Measurement of wet samples based on freeze drying and dry samples Requested by Mandate 

Quantification of chlorophyll Not requested by Mandate  
 

A statement from the proposer as to how the proposed work may relate to or impact on existing work, especially 
existing CEN, CENELEC, ISO and IEC deliverables.  

The proposer should explain how the work differs from apparently similar work, or explain how duplication and conflict will 
be minimized. If seemingly similar or related work is already in the scope of other committees of the organization, or in 
other organizations, the proposed scope shall distinguish between the proposed work and the other work. The proposer 
shall indicate whether his or her proposal could be dealt with by widening the scope of an existing committee or by 
establishing a new committee.) 

The purpose of this work is not to duplicate work that is handled in technical committees dealing with 
energy and non-energy (food, feed, cosmetics, biomass, etc.) products and applications of algae as 
feedstock.  

A listing of relevant existing documents at the international, regional and national levels.  

Any known relevant documents (such as standards and regulations) shall be listed, regardless of their source, and 
should be accompanied by an indication of their significance. 

See BT/WG 218 report 

Known patented items   

  Yes   No If "Yes", see CEN-CENELEC Guide 8 and provide full information in an annex  

A simple and concise statement identifying and describing relevant affected stakeholder categories (including 
small and medium sized enterprises) in particular those who are immediately affected from the proposal (see 
Annexes 1 and 2) and how they will each benefit from or be impacted by the proposed deliverable(s) 

See BT/WG 218 report 

Liaisons: 

A listing of relevant external European or international 
organizations or internal parties (other CEN, CENELEC, 
ETSI, ISO and/or IEC committees) to which a liaison 
should be established (in the case of ISO and IEC 
committees via the Vienna or Dresden Agreements). 

Many CEN and ISO TCs have been involved in the 
finalization of the report. As the scope of the 
proposed TC merely involves horizontal standards 
and standards required for the effective algae 
processes, it is not certain whether exchanges are 
required. The eventual base documents of the other 
TCs have been identified already 

Joint/parallel work: 

Possible joint/parallel work  with:  

 CEN (please specify committee ID)       

 CENELEC (please specify committee ID)          

 ISO (please specify committee ID)       

 IEC (please specify committee ID)       

 Other    (please specify)       
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Name of the Proposer 
(include contact details) 

 

W.P. Bijl 
Manager International Relations 
NEN 
pim.bijl@nen.nl 

An expression of commitment from the proposer to provide the committee secretariat if the proposal succeeds. 

                                                                                              Signature of the proposer   

Annex(es) are included with this proposal  (give details) 
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